
April 15, 2026 
Nissan 28, 5786 

Edmonton: Light candles Friday at 8:22 PM 
Calgary: Light candles Friday at 8:18 PM 

This is what “Spring” should look like in Calgary ... 
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Is it going to happen sometime soon? 



 

 

YIDDISH CORNER ... 

  TORAH GEM:  
Songs for Rosh Chodesh 

“TAZRIA METZORAH”  IN A NUTSHELL ... 

 

 

Khasene hoben un 
shtarbn iz keyn mol 
nisht tsu shpet. 
It's never too late to marry or 
die. 
 

Itlikher shidekh vos me 
tut iz gut, nokh a yor 
vert men gevor. 
Lit.Every match that is made 
is good; after a year, one 
finds out (the truth). 

Every match is a catch, after 
a year it becomes clear. 
 

Ikh gey oys nokh a glezl 
tey. 
I'm dying for a cup (glass) of 
tea. 
 

Dos gute ort 
Lit. The good place Cemetery 
 
[From "In Praise of Yiddish" but 
Maurice Samuel] 

"He made the moon 

for festivals, the sun 
knows its 
distination." (Psam 
104:19) Psalm 104 is the 
Song of the Day for Rosh 
Chodesh, the first day the 
new month. Tur (Orach 
Chaim 423) expains that 
the Psamist alludes to the 
new month in verse 19. 
Rav Yitzchak Abohab 
explains that these words, 
"He made the moon for 
the festivals," are not 
merely a casual allusion to 
the new month.  

Rather, they set the tone 
of this entire psalm, 
whose main theme is 
God's complete mastery 
over every aspect of 
creation. Throughout the 
monthly lunar cycle, the 
size of the moon visibly 

waxes and wanes, to 
demonstrate dramatically 
that God has total mastery 
over His creations.  

No other natural 
phenomenon conveys this 
message as vividly and 
forcefully as the moon's 
cycle. Thus, the theme of 
the New Moon 
complements the theme 
of the entire hymn of 
praise to the Master of 
Creation.  
 
Adapted from Artscroll's "The 
Writings; Psalms" by Rabbi 
Nossom Scherman / Rabbi 
Gedaliah Zlotowitz, 2018, page 
450-451 and 455-456. Torah 
Gem Archives: https://
groups.google.com/forum/#!
forum/torahtidbits 
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The name of the Parshah, 

“Tazria,” means “conceives” and 
it is found in Leviticus 12:2. The 
name of the Parshah, “Metzora,” 
is often translated as “leper” and 
it is found in Leviticus 14:2. 

The Parshah of Tazria continues 
the discussion of the laws 
of tumah v’taharah, ritu-
al impurity and purity. 

A woman giving birth should un-
dergo a process of purification, 
which includes immersing in 
a mikvah (a naturally gathered 
pool of water) and bringing offer-
ings to the Holy Temple. All male 
infants are to 
be circumcised on the eighth 
day of life. 

Tzaraat (often mistranslated as 
leprosy) is a supra-natural plague, 
which can afflict people as well as 
garments or homes. If white or 
pink patches appear on a per-
son’s skin (dark red or green in 
garments), a kohen is summoned. 
Judging by various signs, such as 
an increase in size of the afflicted 
area after a seven-day quaran-
tine, the kohen pronounces 
it tamei (impure) or tahor (pure). 

A person afflicted 
with tzaraat must dwell alone 
outside of the camp (or city) until 
he is healed. The afflicted area in 
a garment or home must be re-

moved; if the tzaraat recurs, the 
entire garment or home must be 
destroyed. 

As outlined at the start of the 
portion of Metzora, when 
the metzora (“leper”) heals, he or 
she is purified by the kohen with 
a special procedure involving two 
birds, spring water in an earthen 
vessel, a piece of cedar wood, a 
scarlet thread and a bundle of 
hyssop. 

When a home is afflicted with 
tzaraat, in a process lasting as 
long as nineteen days, 
a kohen determines if the house 
can be purified, or whether it 
must be demolished. 

Ritual impurity is also engen-
dered through a seminal or other 
discharge in a man, 
and menstruation or other dis-
charge of blood in a woman, ne-
cessitating purification through 
immersion in a mikvah. 

Learn: Tazria-Metzorah in Depth 
Browse: Tazria-Metzorah Parshah 
Columnists 
Prep: Devar Torah Q&A for Tazria
-Metzorah 
Read: Haftarah in a Nutshell 
Play: Tazria-Metzorah Parshah 
Quiz 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/torahtidbits
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/torahtidbits
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/torahtidbits
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9913/jewish/Chapter-12.htm#v2
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/6232/jewish/Parshah-Weekly-Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/9915/jewish/Chapter-14.htm#v2
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/15577/jewish/Tazria.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3709899/jewish/Why-Is-Impurity-Not-Observed.htm
https://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/default_cdo/jewish/The-Jewish-Woman.htm
https://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/72141/jewish/Customs-of-Pregnancy-and-Birth.htm
https://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/1541/jewish/The-Mikvah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/144586/jewish/The-Holy-Temple.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1472861/jewish/The-Bris-Ceremony.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/527084/jewish/Why-Wait-Eight-Days-for-the-Circumcision.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/527084/jewish/Why-Wait-Eight-Days-for-the-Circumcision.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4714280/jewish/Is-Tzaraat-Leprosy.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4714280/jewish/Is-Tzaraat-Leprosy.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/762109/jewish/Raise-Your-Hand-If-Youre-A-Kohen.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/5105562/jewish/The-Subtle-Signals-of-the-Tzaraat.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/762109/jewish/Raise-Your-Hand-If-Youre-A-Kohen.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/1176443/jewish/The-Gossiper-and-the-Priest.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/15579/jewish/Metzora.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/15579/jewish/Metzora.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4444493/jewish/Why-Is-Moshiach-called-a-Metzora-Leper.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/4347485/jewish/8-Lepers-in-the-Bible-and-Midrash.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/4347460/jewish/The-Message-of-the-Afflicted-Home.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/3297437/jewish/The-Treasure-Behind-the-Wall.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/3297437/jewish/The-Treasure-Behind-the-Wall.htm
https://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/4005372/jewish/What-Is-Niddah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/theJewishWoman/article_cdo/aid/323424/jewish/Mikvah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/in-depth/default_cdo/aid/39687/jewish/Tazria-Metzora-In-Depth.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/130080/jewish/Parshah-Columnists.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/130080/jewish/Parshah-Columnists.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/376863/jewish/Tazria-Metzorah-Q-A.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/376863/jewish/Tazria-Metzorah-Q-A.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/877050/jewish/Haftorah-in-a-Nutshell.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/4714297/jewish/Tazria-Metzora-Parshah-Quiz.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/4714297/jewish/Tazria-Metzora-Parshah-Quiz.htm
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What’s Happening in Calgary ... 
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What’s Happening in Calgary ... 
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What’s Happening in Calgary ... 
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Artwork at Montreal’s new Holocaust museum 

designed to inspire hope 

https://thecjn.ca/arts-culture/artwork-at-montreals-new-
holocaust-museum-designed-to-inspire-hope/ 

Artwork at Montreal’s new Holocaust museum 

https://thecjn.ca/arts-culture/artwork-at-montreals-new-holocaust-museum-designed-to-inspire-hope/
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  Recipe of the Week ... 

https://jamiegeller.com/menus/a-zaatar-shabbat-

https://jamiegeller.com/menus/a-zaatar-shabbat-menu/?utm_campaign=&utm_content=A%20Zaatar%20Infused%20Shabbat%20Menu&utm_medium=email&utm_source=getresponse&utm_term=


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

Page 8  Canada Jewish Pipeline — CALGARY/EDMONTON EDITION — albertajewishpipeline@shaw.ca                                                

MATZAH IN SPACE? 

The second Jewish NASA astronaut tried to bring the Passover staple to space with him             
back in 1985, but that particular space mission was doomed to fail.  

This Passover, we’re all thinking about space.     
Artemis II is on the first space mission to the moon 
in decades, launched into space on April 1, the day 
of the first night of Passover. 

While the mission’s commander, Reid Wiseman, 
might not be Jewish (though he has shared pictures 
of Israel from space and attended Space Week in the 
state as a guest astronaut), Jews have gone to space 

during Passover before — most notably, the 
second Jewish American NASA astronaut, 
Jeffrey Hoffman, whose first mission to space in 

1985 coincided with the Jewish holiday. 

Hoffman even tried to bring matzah onto Space 
Shuttle Discovery but unfortunately, the flight’s 
food coordinator, unfamiliar with the Jewish bread 

of affliction, vetoed that particular Jewish space   
mission. She cracked the matzah and saw the sheer 
number of crumbs it produced and simply told   
Hoffman, “That matzah is not making it to space.” 
While matzah crumbs are the bane of our existence 
during Passover, with endless sweeping and 
vacuuming, turns out they can be literally deadly to 
astronauts in zero gravity, where inhaling crumbs 
can cause some real damage. 

But fear not — over his five space missions, Hoffman 
did manage to bring lots of Judaica to space,          
including several mezuzahs, atarot (the inscription 
on the collar of a tallit), a miniature Torah scroll, a 
yad, a menorah, a tallit and perhaps most famously, 
a silver dreidel made in Jerusalem that he spun for 
Houston and all to see. 

https://www.kveller.com/what-happened-when-jewish-astronaut
-jeffrey-hoffman-tried-to-bring-matzah-to-space/ 

https://www.haaretz.com/2014-06-11/ty-article/tweeting-the-earth-from-space/0000017f-db15-df0f-a17f-df57c2180000
https://www.haaretz.com/2014-06-11/ty-article/tweeting-the-earth-from-space/0000017f-db15-df0f-a17f-df57c2180000
https://www.space.gov.il/en/news-space/134224
https://www.jta.org/archive/mezuzahs-in-space
https://www.jta.org/archive/mezuzahs-in-space
https://jewishjournal.org/2019/06/26/document-in-works-about-astronaut-who-brought-torah-deep-into-space/
https://jewishjournal.org/2019/06/26/document-in-works-about-astronaut-who-brought-torah-deep-into-space/
https://www.kveller.com/what-happened-when-jewish-astronaut-jeffrey-hoffman-tried-to-bring-matzah-to-space/
https://www.kveller.com/what-happened-when-jewish-astronaut-jeffrey-hoffman-tried-to-bring-matzah-to-space/
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D r. Weisz was born June 22nd 1932 in Calgary, he was the 
youngest of four children of Gittele and Herman Weisz. He 

graduated in      medicine from the University of Alberta and took his 
speciality in   Internal Medicine at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min-
nesota as well as a Master of Science from the University of Minne-
sota.  

Sam was active in many parts of Edmonton’s Misericordia Hospital 
having started the Thyroid Clinic in 1969 and serving as Chief of   
Medicine for 5 years.  

Sam was devoted to his family; to his wife Eva, his children Joel, 
Claire, Marilyn, and David to his daughter-in-law Roanne and        sons-in law Adam in North 
Carolina and Mark in New York City, to his much loved in-laws     Senator Jack Austin, Natalie 
Freeman, Josie Promislow; his nieces and nephews, his nine      precious grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren.  

Many thanks to the staff of the Misericordia Hospital and Rabbi Guy Tal.  

    Dr. Sam Weisz 1932 - 2026 

Holocaust Remembrance in Edmonton 
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Beth Shalom Edmonton 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86993761627  

https://www.edmontonbethshalom.org/track.php?id=ed4459ad66244be18a84a26f328dc706&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86993761627&h=e6723
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Assist Our Survey: Jewish Family Services Edmonton 
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Edmonton author Glen Binnington has a new novel out ... 

The Professional 
By Glen Binnington 

 
 

D avid Schimeck was born and raised in a small 
town fifty kilometres north of Edmonton. The 

capital of Alberta is, by the reckoning of some, a sort 
of northern outpost of civilization, and it has a central 
role to play in the way events unfold in this story.  
 
In fact, Dave had met his wife in a bar while 
desperately trying to find yet another way to 
disappoint his parents by flunking out of university. 
Five years later, his wife was pregnant, he had a 
degree in criminology, and he had joined the police 
force. Ten years later, his wife was dead, killed by a 
drunk in a tragically random car accident. 
 
Left a widower, with two boys to raise, the now 
Detective Schimeck, has no idea why a particular 
woman has been brutally murdered. He is sure her 
husband is involved somehow, but how? 

 
What he doesn’t know at this particular moment, is that he is up against a seasoned, coldly efficient, 
professional killer whose story is as brutal as Dave’s was pedestrian. Further, the thug has marked the 
cop for assassination if he gets in the way. Schimeck is out of his depth, and his boys are in danger of 
becoming orphans. 
 
When Schimeck comes muzzle to muzzle with the dark stranger, he will be faced with a dreadful choice. 

https://clublighthousepublishing.com/

The author is a retired lecturer in economics 
who has spent most of his life in Edmonton. He 
and his wife of over fifty years have travelled 
extensively across five continents and he 
enjoys writing, music and volunteering for 
several charities. This novel represents the 
culmination of a lifelong ambition to publish a 
work of fiction.  

https://clublighthousepublishing.com/authordisplay/Details?id=Glen%20Binnington
https://clublighthousepublishing.com/productPage/Details/697
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Jewish Federation of Edmonton presents 

https://jewishedmonton.regfox.   
com/2026-yom-hazikaron 

https://jewishedmonton.ticketspice.com/2026-yom-haaztmaut-
come-celebrate-israel 

https://jewishedmonton.regfox.com/2026-yom-hazikaron
https://jewishedmonton.regfox.com/2026-yom-hazikaron
https://jewishedmonton.ticketspice.com/2026-yom-haaztmaut-come-celebrate-israel
https://jewishedmonton.ticketspice.com/2026-yom-haaztmaut-come-celebrate-israel
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A great summer camp … 45 minutes from Edmonton 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

Edmonton Scholarships for Youth Available 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information about our advertising rates 
  

ALBERTA JEWISH PIPELINE 

  

  
  

 

       780-200-8873 
 

        albertajewishpipeline@shaw.ca   

  

Thank you 
to all of our  

advertisers and  
subscribers. 

Page 16  Alberta Jewish Pipeline — CALGARY/EDMONTON EDITION— albertajewishpipeline@shaw.ca                              

mailto:albertajewishpipeline@shaw.ca?subject=RE:%20Advertising%20Rates

